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In the Claims : 

Please cancel claims 27-45 and add new claims 46-109 as shown below. 
1-45. (Cancelled) 



46. (New) A method of cfommmucating data comprising: 

transiD itting a first signal from a communication controller to at least one network node including a first 
node, the first s ignal inclutpginfam^ a specific timeslot in which the ftrstnodemay transmit a 

first request signal to the communication controller; 

receiving the fiistrequest signal transmitted from the first node to the communication controllerin 
response to the first signal, said fiist request signal including arequest for a specified amount ofbandwidth to 
be allocated to the firit node for transmitting data from the first node to the communication controller; 

transm itting a eecond signal from the communication controller to the first node in response to the first 
request signal, $aid sepond signal allocating at least one tim eslot to the first node for transmitting the data to the 
communication controller; and 



receiving thi 
second signal. 



i s data transmitted from the first node to the communication controller in response to the 



47. (New) 
signal is provided 



The method of claim 46 , wherein the data received from the first node in response to the second 
the at least one timeslot allocated within the specified amount ofbandwidth requested- 



in 
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48. (New) The method ofclaim 46, wherein the data comprises both message and pro to 

49. (New) Thomethodof claim 46, wherein me second signal includes an addr^ 

50. (New) The method ofclaim 46, wtferein the data comprises a plurality of successive packets. 

51. (New) The method ofclaim 50, wherein the specified amount ofbandwidthrequested comprises a total 
number of the successive packets 



52. (New) The method ofclaim 51, wherein each of the successive packets includes both message and 
protocol information. 

53. (New) The method ofclaim 46, wherein the specific time slot in which the first node may transmit the first 
request signal xs one of a/series of time slots occurring repeatedly after transmission of the first signal from the 
communication controller. 

54. (New) The method of claim 46, further comprising the steps of: 

transm ittirig a third signal from the communication controller to a second node, the third signal including 
information re] atmg to a second specific thneslot in which the second node may transmi t a second request signal 
to the communication controller; and 
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receiving the second request sign al transmitted from the second tfode to the communication controller 
in response to the third signal, wherein the second request signal i£ received from the second node by the 
communication controller after transmission of the second signal sulocating the at least one timeslot to the fast 
node for transmitting the data, and prior to receipt of the (Ma transmitted from the first node. 



55. (New) The method of claim 46, further comprising the steps of: 

transmitting a third signal from the communication coiitrollerto a secondnode, the third signal including 
information relating to a second specific timeslot in w^fichthe secondnode may transmit a second request signal 
to the communication controller, and 

receivj ug the second request signal transifritted from the second node to the communication controller 
in response to the third signal, wherein the s wond request signal is received from the second node by the 
communication controller priorto transmission of the second signal allocating the at least one timeslot to the first 
node for transmitting the data. 



56. (New) The method of claim 46/ wherein said first request signal and said data are received by the 
' communication controller via a first <£haraiel , and wherein the second signal and the first signal are transmitted 

to the first node via a second channel. 

57, (New) The method of claim 56, wherein the first channel is provided in a first frequency range, and 
wherein the second channelAs provided in a second frequency range. 
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58. (New) The method of claim 56, wherein tie first request signal is provided on a separate frequency within 
the first frequency range than the data. 

59. (New) The method of claim 46, wherein s^dcommiiiucation controller comprises abas^ 
wherein said lirst node comprises a pager device. 



0 



60. (New) The method of claim 46, 

wherein the data received from/the first node in response to the second signal is provided in the at least 
one timeslot allocated within the specified amount of bandwidth requested, 

wherein the data comprises both message and protocol information, 

wherein the specific time slot in which the first node may transmit the first request signal is one of a 
series of time slots occuningiepeatedly after transmission of the first signal from the communication controller, 

where in the first request signal and the data are received by the communication controller via a first 
channel covering afirst range of frequencies, and wherein the second signal and the first signal are transmitted 
to the first node via a second channel covering a second range of frequencies, and 

wherein the second signal includes an address identifying the first node. 



61. (New) The method of claim 60, further comprises the steps of: 

transm ittina a third signal from Hie communication controller to a second node, the third signal including 
information re) ating to a second specific timeslot in which the second node may transmit a second request signal 
to the communication controller; and 

-6- 
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receiving the second request signal transmitted from the second node to the communication controller 
in response to the third signal, wherein the second request signal is received from thp'second node by the 
communicatio]i controller after transmission of the second signal allocating the at te&tone timeslot to the first 
node for transmitting the data, and prior to receipt of the data transmitted/from the first node. 

62. (New) A communication controller in a data network, the datanejjvork including a plurality of nodes, the 
communication controller comprising: 

a processor; 

a memory; and 

at least one interface for communicating with the plurality of nodes, 

wherein the memory stores code to cause the processor to provide a first signal for transmission 
through the interface to at least a first onenetWrk node, the first signal including infcnnationrelating to a 
specific timeslot in which the first node may transmit a first request signal to the communication controller, 

wherein the interface is coimgured to receive a first request signal from the first node in response 
to the first signal, said first request signal including a request for a specified amount of bandwidth to be 
allocated to the first node for transmitting data from the first node to the communication controller, 

wherein the memory stores code to cause the processor to provide a second signal for 
transmission tiuough the interface to the first node in response to the first signal, said second signal allocating 
at least one timeslot to tto first node for transmitting the data to the communication controller, and 

I the interface is configured to receive the data transmitted from the first node in response 

to the second sis 
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63. (New) Tbe communication controller of claim 62, wherein the data received from, the first node in 
response to the second signal is provided in the at least one timeslot aUocated^thin the specified amount of 
bandwidth requested. 

64. (New) The r ^mTmiTii cafioTi controller of claim 62. whereinme data comprises both message and protocol 
information. 

65. (New) The communication controller of claim^ wherein the second signal includes an address identifying 
the first node. 

66. (New) The communication controller of claim 62, wherein the data comprises a plurality of successive 
packets. 

67. (New) The communication controller of claim 66, wherein the specified amount ofbandwidlh requested 
comprises a total numner of the successive packets. 

6 8 . (New) The communication controller of claim 67, wherein each of the successive packets includes both 
message and protocol information. 



-8- 
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69. (New) The communication controller of claim 62, wherein the specific time slot in which the first node may 
transmit the first request signal is one of a series of time slots occurring re^ 
signal from the communication controller. 



0 



70- (New) The communication controller of claim 62, 

wherein the memory stores code to cause the processed to provide a third signal for transmission 
through the interface to a second node, the third signal including information relating to a second specific 
timeslot in which the second node may transmit a secondxequest signal to the communication controller, and 

wherein the interface is configured to receiWthe second request signal transmitted from the second 
node in response ix>1he third sig^ 

interface after transmission of the second signal allocating the at least one timeslot to the first node for 
transmitting the data, and prior to receiptyof the data transmitted from the first node. 



71. (New) The communication controller of 62, 

wherein the memory storesxode to cause the processor to provide a third sigDal for transmission 
through the interface to a secondoiode, the third signal including information relating to a second specific 
timeslot in which the second n/de may transmit a second request signal to the communication controller, and 
wherein the interface is configured to receive the second request signal transmitted from the second 
node in response to the tturd signal, wherein the second request signal is received from the second node by the 
interface prior to transmission of the second signal allocating the at least one timeslot to the first node for 
transmitting the < 



9- 
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72. (New) The communication controller of claim 62, wherein said first request sjgnal and said data are 
transmitted to the connmraication controller via a first channel, and wherein the sec^dd signal and the ftst signal 
are transmitted to the first node via a second channel. 

73. (New) The communication controller of claim 72, wherein the fifst channel is provided in a first frequency 
range, and wherein the second channel is provided in a secctod frequency range. 



^\ 74. (New) The communication controller of claim 73, Therein the first request signal is provided on a separate 
frequency witliin the first frequency range than tife data. 



4 



75. (New) The communication controller of claim 62 wherein said communication controller comprises abase 
station, and wherein said first node comprises a pager device. 

76. (New) The commuincalion icontroller of claim 62, 

wherein the data receiyfed in response to the second signal is provided in the at least one timeslot 

allocated within the specified amount of bandwidth requested, 

wherein the data/Comprises both message and protocol information, 

wherein the second signal includes an address identifying the first node, 

wherei n the specific time slot in which the first node may transmit the first request signal is one of a 

series of time slots Recurring repeatedly after transmission of the first signal from the communication controller, 

and 
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wherei n s aid Curat request signal and said data arc transmitted to the communication controller via a first 
channel covering a first range of frequencies, and wherein the second signal and the first^gnal are transmitted 
to the first node via a second channel covering a second range of frequencies. 



11. (New) The communication controller of claim 76, 

wherei n the memory stores code to cause the processor to^rovide a third signal for transmission 
through the ini erface to a second node, the third signal includizfg information relating 1 o a second specific 
timeslot in which the second node may transmit a secondrequest signal to the communication controller, and 

wherein the interface is configured to receive the second request signal transmitted from the second 
node in response to the third signal, wherein the secondrequest signal is received from the second node by the 
interface after transmission of the second sigpl allocating the at least one timeslot to the first node for 
transmitting the data, and prior to receipt pf the data transmitted from the first node. 



V 



78. (New) Afiistnetworknodeinamtanetw^ 

and a plurality of nodes, the first iietwork node comprising: 

a processor; 

a memory; and 

at leasr one interfjfce for communicating with the communication controller, 

wnereuytne interface is configured to receive a first signal from the communication controller, 
the first signal i ncludiilg information relating to a specific timeslot in which the first node may transmit a first 
request signal to tne communication controller, 
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wherein the memory stores code to cause the processor to provide a fijgtrequest signal for 
transmission through the interface to the communication contro Uerin response y&\ the first signal, said first 
request signal including a request for a specified amount ofbandwidth to be ^located to the network node for 
transmitting data from the first network node to the communications controller, 

wherein the interface i$ further configured to receive a second signal from the communication 
controller, said second signal allocating at least one timeslot tp4ie first networknode for transmitting the data 
to the communication controller; and 

wherein the memory stores code to cdm the processor to provide for transmission of the data 
through the interface to the communication aemtroller in response to the second signal. 



79. (New) The first network node of cl^ 78, wte^ 

provided in the at least one timesktt allocated within the specified amount ofbandwidth requested. 

80. (New) Hie first network node of claim 78, wherein the data comprises both message and protocol 
information. 

81. (New) The firstiietworknode of claim 78, wherein the second signal includes an address identi^dng the 
first network node. 

82. (New) The first network node of claim 78, wherein the data comprises a plurality of successive packets. 
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83. (New) The first network node of claim 82, wherein the specified amount of bandwidth requested 
comprises a total number of the successive packets. 

84, (New) The-fiistro^iknodeofcl^ 
and protocol information. 



4 



85. (New) The first network node of claim 78, wherein ihespw^ctimeslotinwhichthefirstnetwoiknode 
may transmit the first request signal is one of a series oftime^ots occurring repeatedly after receipt of the first 
signal from the communication controller. 

86. (New) The first network node of clain/78 s 
wheieia the interface is configured^ receive a third signal from the communication controller, the third 

signal including information relating to a^econd specific timeslot in which a secondnetworknode may transmit 
a second request signal to the communication controller, and 

wherein the interface is configured to receive the second request signal transmitted from the second 
node in response to the third signal, wherein the second request signal is received from the s econd node by the 
interface after receipt of die second signal allocating the at least one timeslot to the first network node for 
transmitting the data, andprior to transmission of the data from the interface in response to the second signal. 



87. (New) The fiifet network code of claim 78, 
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wherei a the interface is configured to receive a tod signal from the commurdcatLon^ntroller 3 the third 
signal including iiifoirnatitm relating to a second specific timeslot in which the secondne^worknodemay transmit 
a second request signal to the communication controller, and 

wherein the interface is configured to receive the second request signal transmitted from the second 
node in response to the third signal, wherein the second request si gnaHs received from the secondnodeby the 
interface prior to receipt of the second signal allocating the at l^st one timeslot to the first network node to 
transmit the data. 



88. (New) The first networknode of claim 78, wherein said fii^t request signal and said data are transmitted 
to the network node via a first channel, and wher^n the second signal and the first signal are transmitted to the 
first network node via a second channel. 

89. (New) The first network node of claim 8 8, wherein the first channel is provided in a first frequency range, 
and wherein the second channel/is provided in a second frequency range. 

90. (New) The first network node of claim 89, wherein the first request signal is provided on a separate 
frequency within the fiyst frequency range than the data. 

91. (New) The firsxnetwork node ofclaim 78, wherein said communication controller comprises abase 
station, and wherein said network nodes comprise pager devices. 
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92. (New) Hie first network node of claim 78, 

wherein the data transmitted from the first network node is provided in the at least one timeslot 
allocated within the specified amadnt of bandwidth requested, 

wherein the data comprises both message and protocol information, 

wherein the second signal includes an address identifying the first network node, 

wherein the sprcifictimeilot mwMchto 
of a series of time slots occurring repeatedly after receipt of the first signal from the communication controller, 
and 

wherein said first request signal and said data are transmitted to the network nod e via a first channel 
covering a firsi; range of frequencies, and wherein the second signal and the first signal are transmitted to the 
first network node via a second channel covering a second range of frequencies. 

93, (New) Hie first netwiork node of claim 92, 
wherei nthe interface is configured to receive a third signal from the communication controller, the third 

signal including informatioh relating to a second specific timeslot in which a second network node may transmit 
a second request signal t ) the communication controller, and 

wherein the interi ace is configured to receive the second request signal transmitted from the second 
node in response to the thi rd signal, wherein the second request signal is received from the second node by the 
interface after receipt of the second signal allocating the at least one timeslot to the first network node for 

prior to transmission of the data from the interface in response to the second signal. 



transmitting the data, au< 



T 
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94, (New) A method of communicating data comprising: 

receiviag a first signal transmitted Horn a communication controller at a first network node, the first 
signal including infonnation relating to a fatt 
to the commujiication controller; 

tran smitting from the first node dfirst request signal including a request for a specified amount of 
bandwidth to be allocated to the first nocfe for transmitting data from the first node to the communication 
^\ controller; 



4 



receiving a second signal from tile communication controller transmitted to die first node in response 
to the first request signal, said second sMial including information specifying at least one timeslot allocated to 
the first node For transmitting the dam to the communication controller; and 

transm itting the data from thq first node to the communication controller in response to the second 

signal. 

95. (New) Themethodofclaim94 wherein the data transmitted from the fkst node is provide 
one timesJot allocated within the fcpecified amount of bandwidth requested. 

96. (New) The method ofclaM 94, wherein the data comprises both message and protocol information. 

97. (New) Thamethodofclaim 94, wherein tte 



9S. (New) Die method of c\Am 94, wherein the data comprises a plurality of successive packets. 
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99. (New) The method of claim 98, wherein the specified sfrnouut ofbandwidth requested comprises a total 
number of the successive packets. 

1 00. (New) The method of claim 99, wherein dich of the successive packets includes both message and 
protocol information. 




101. (New) Themethod of claim 94, wherein the specific time slot in which the first node may transmit the 
first request signal is one of a series of tame slots occurring repeatedly after receipt of the first signal from the 
communication controller. 



102. (New) He method of cdaim 94, further comprising the steps of: 

receiving a third signajfromthe communication controller, the third signal including infoimationrelating 
to a second specific timeslot in which a second network node may transmit a second request signal to the 
communication controller; and 

ieceivi ng the second request signal transmitted from the second network node in response to the third 
signal, wherein the second request signal is received after receipt of the second signal alloc ating the at least one 
timeslot to the first node for transmitting the data, and prior transmission of the data ftom the first node. 



103. (New) /fhe method of claim 94, further comprising the steps of: 
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receiving a third signal from the communication controller, the third sigpal including information relating 
to a second specific timeslot in which a second network node may transmit a second request signal to the 
communication controller; and 

receivi Qg the second request signal transmitted from th£ second network node in response to the third 
signal, wherein the second request signal is received from z\ second node prior to receipt of the second signal 
allocating the at least one timeslot to the first node for transmitting the data. 



4 



1 04. (New) The method of claim 94, wherein sAd first request signal and said data are transmitted to the 
network node via a first channel, and wherein Jne second signal and the first signal are transmitted to the first 
node via a second channel. 

105. (New) The method of claim 1 04, wherein the first channel is a provided in a first frequency range, and 
wherein the second channel is provided in a second frequency range. 



106. (New) Themethodofdaiml05,wheremfa^ 
within the first frequency range than the data, 

107. (New) Tliemethcpofclaim 94, wherein said coiiununica^ 
wherein said first nope comprises a pager device. 



108. (New) Thefaethodofclaim94, 
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wherein the data transmitted from the fiist node is provided in the at least on^timeslot allocated within 

the specified amount of bandwidth requested, 

wherein the data comprises both message and protocol in$Efhnation, 
wherein the second signal includes an address identifying the first node, 
wherein the specific time slot in which the first npde may transmit the first request signal is one of a 

series of time slots occurring repeatedly afterreceipt^i the first signal from the communication controller, and 
wherein said first request signal and spfd data are transmitted to the network node via a first channel 

covering a first range of frequencies, ancLwherein the second signal and the first signal are transmitted to the 

first node via ;i second channel covering a second range of frequencies. 



109, (New) The method «ff claim 108, wherein the method further comprises the steps of: 

receiving a third signal from the communication controller, the third signal including information 
relating to a second specific timeslot in which a second network node may transmit a second request signal to 
the communication controller, and 

receiving the second request signal transmitted from the second network node in response to 
the third signal, wherein the second request signal is received after receipt of the second signal allocating the 
at leas^one tdm eslot to the first node for transmitting the data, and prior transmission of the data from the first 
node! 
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